[image: image2.png]Bob Dick,let Ken Taylor, Dan Nowlan and Dave Dick
form the Bladetone Valley Bluerass Band, which
plays the Amazing Things Ars Centar In Framingham
518 p.m. Saturday, Jun 16



 

[image: image1.png]“METROWEST
DAILY NEWS

Framingham, MA

A Find Your Town »
&



Band of brothers

By Kathy Uek/Daily News staff

GateHouse News Service
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The stage at Amazing Things Arts Center in Framingham is the Blackstone Valley Bluegrass Band's favorite type of setting - intimate.  ``We like the crowd to be part of the sound with no barriers for them,'' said guitarist Bob Dick of Northbridge. ``We thrive off their comments and applause. We prefer to think of being in a big living room for good music and leave the world behind.''

The band brings its award-winning finger pickin' for a show at 8 p.m. Saturday at Amazing Things.  Bob Dick and his brother Dave, a Southbridge resident, on banjo, form the backbone of the band. Together with the bass/mandolin combination of Dan Nowlan, who hails from Thompson, Conn. and Northbridge's Ken Taylor, they form a solid harmony and rhythm quartet. 
The band uses just two microphones, which allows the foursome to move around on stage and interact with the audience and each other.  The band plans to kick off the evening at Amazing Things with the punchy sound of a three-part harmony of ``Girl at the Crossroads Bar.''  ``We get right into the fun of it,'' said Bob Dick.   The band also plans to get into what they call ``a Blackstone Valley breakdown.''  ``It's a rip-roaring banjo tune sure to get a speeding ticket along the way,'' said Dick. ``It's the fastest tune we can play. The whole band joins in and keeps us with Dave cranking up the tempo.''
The band's bluegrass sound is neither traditional nor progressive, but more contemporary. They play everything from well-known standards, blazing hot instrumentals, rollicking fiddle tunes, gospel quartets and an occasional folk song. They mix things up a bit with tunes like ``Nine Men's Misery,'' named after a landmark in the Blackstone area, which Dave Dick wrote. It is one of the few somber tunes they play.  All four band members take turns singing lead, and the Dick brothers often sing duets together.  ``Our bluegrass sound is distinctive and identifiable - contemporary with a more polished sound, kind of smooth but energetic,'' said Bob Dick.  
Although the band has played around the Blackstone Valley for about 10 years, they haven't promoted themselves much.  Now, audiences are demanding them more and more, said Michael Moran, director of Amazing Things Arts Center.  ``People love them. They have played with Northern Lights and Salamander Crossing and Front Range. They are very solid.''

The Blackstone Valley Bluegrass Band was assembled on a whim to play a summer concert on the common in Northbridge.  ``Things fell together pretty quick,'' said Bob Dick. ``It was easy to play some nice tunes. So we decided to keep this thing going.''  Now the band has developed a solid reputation on the area's bluegrass circuit and is becoming more well known outside the Bay State.  ``We put more effort into putting the band out there and getting more bookings and working on a CD, which is expected this summer,'' said Bob Dick.

The band has plans to play a bluegrass festival in Maine - one of its first out-of-state festivals - and another in Prince Edward Island, Canada, this summer.

The Blackstone Valley Bluegrass Band will perform at 8 p.m. on Saturday at the Amazing Things Arts Center, 55 Nicholas Road, Framingham. Tickets are $15; $14 for students and seniors; and $12 for members. Call 508-405-2787 or visit the Web at amazingthings.org for more information.
Daily News staff writer Kathy Uek can be reached at 508-626-4419 or kuek@cnc.com. 

